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On the Right Track:  
Peter Mac’s Response to Optimising Cancer Care for Older Patients 
Jackie D’Abaco and Tegan Murnane  Social Work Department  Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre  
Jackie.D’Abaco@petermac.org Tegan.Murnane@petermac.org 

With Australia’s ageing population and continual improvements in health care, it is vital that 
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre are ensuring that their older patient population are receiving 
optimum health care and treatment options while also prioritising impacts on quality of life. 

As part of understanding older patients at Peter Mac, several strategies have been put in 
place. 

 
                                                                                       In 2004, 4078 patients over                       
                               the age of 65 were newly 
   registered to Peter Mac. 

    By 2014, this number had more 
   than doubled to 8191. 

  

 

 

 
Older People with Cancer Working Group 

Peter Mac has recently established the ‘Older People 

with Cancer Working Group’.  The aim of this group  

is to enhance the quality and experiences of care of 

older people with cancer. The group is an opportunity  

to give ideas and projects a platform and to generate  

further enthusiasm and to increase the profile of older  

people with cancer both internally and  

externally to the organisation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Voices: A Preliminary Project in Identifying and Responding to Elder Abuse at 
Peter Mac 

 

In 2014, the social work department led a project with the aim to develop an Elder Abuse 
pathway. The project involved a literature review, a bench-marking process and the 
development of a procedure following Victorian Government best practice frameworks. 

In order to guide an education program around  

Elder Abuse, we needed to know the current level 

of understanding within Peter Mac. A short online  

survey was distributed to clinical staff asking them 

to identify their familiarity with the term Elder Abuse 

and then to rate their understanding of  Elder Abuse.  

 
 
Older Person’s Scoping Project 

This project aims to identify patterns in referral, treatment, admission and discharge planning for 
Peter Mac’s older patient population. In future, it will also look at attempting to improve early 
assessment and intervention processes to ensure Peter Mac’s elderly patients are as well-
prepared and well-supported as possible throughout the scope of their treatment trajectory. 

The project is currently focusing on data-mining files of patients who were admitted to the 
hospital in 2014 and were aged 90 years and above. 

-This data-mining is still ongoing but initial findings have indicated that: 

-Most patients had diagnosis’ of skin or haematological cancers 

-Advanced Care Planning was not mentioned in the majority of files 

-Less than 10% of patients had a referral to Social Work 

-Over 90% of patients attended appointments with a support person 

-Consent for treatment was on file for all patients prior to admission 

 

 

 

 

 

 


